A 'firm' system for graduate training in general internal medicine.
The faculty of the Department of Medicine at Cleveland Metropolitan General Hospital has responded to the challenge of fostering general internal medicine in a graduate training program by organizing a "firm" system of medical care which has appealed to academic internists with broad interests in clinical medicine. This firm system consists of four medical teams which care for distinct patient populations, closely integrating their outpatient and inpatient care. The firms are made up of all the house staff in training in internal medicine together with senior and junior faculty members who are directors for the firms. Medical students in general medicine are also assigned to firms. This firm system is relatively simple to understand and establish and is readily applicable to other academic departments with general medical responsibilities.